A Seder for the Eve of New Year
A Seder for the New Year means returning to the beginning and a reordering of the chaos of our lives.

In very practical terms, consider:

1.) Staying at home.

2.) Inviting a few friends over to celebrate the coming New year.

3.) Creating a service for your party.

4.) Facilitating a discussion on your goals for the New year.

5.) Evaluating the past year.
How do we create an encounter that opens the New Year to renewal? The new often becomes the same old same old.  

Consider the model of the Book of Beginnings. (Genesis)

I think Genesis is an opening to creativity for the coming year. I suggest you plug into our blog and sign up for our daily discussion. 

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan presents a Living Torah so that the Bible remains a living document. If you want a quick review of the contents of the Torah see Kaplan’s table of contents.

In the beginning of God’s creation of heaven and earth  chaos is ordered to creativity. Words create worlds. Meaning is found is this ordering of creation. The first mitzvah, as I read the Torah is to be creative, as is our creator, and to transform the chaos of life into an order.
An order is a Seder, meaning God creates by Seder.

The rabbi’s call this first Seder Ma ah say B ray sheet.

This translates to “the Account of Creation.” A rationalist

reads the first Seder as physics. The poet reads the first Seder also as a story, a narrative. The story is open ended since creation continues because of Gods essential goodness. So how do we get to the good?
Ordering the chaos of our lives recquires radical introspection. When we reflect in a mirror we see our personal variation on a theme; and the image of our creator. The world is born anew each day, meaning every eve is new years eve. We make sense of time by rituals and ceremony. Blow a shofar or a noise maker. Toast the new year once or one times too many. Shout out happy new year in times square or create a space of narration and reflection.

I get to the good by rewriting my “I have a dream speech.”

I have a dream in 2012

To inspire others to dream

To imitate our creator by declaring of each day: “It is good.”

To speak good words,

To make this a better world

To teach by example

To set up a daily Seder of study to which you are invited.
I have a dream that 2012 will be a year of following order

And a year of reframing questions to help crate hearts and minds filled with wisdom.

I invite you to our party

And your voice in this conversation.

I have a dream of 2012 as a year of collaboration.
Rav AriA
