A Real Halloween 

I used to dread Halloween. To hallow is to make holy, but Halloween is the least sacred evening of the year. Winter is lurking and the light of late fall dims. Death is a natural theme, and fear. Like squirrels gathering acorns our children amass vast quantities of candy and extort with the infamous “Trick or treat.” Even with the sweetest of payoffs we still risk toilet paper decorating our trees, or soaped windows, or worst. We can do better.
 
On Purim we at least have a narrative and costumes that make some sense.
Also, on the fall festival of Succoth we invite hero’s to celebrate our spiritual harvest from the High Holydays in the Ushpizin service.
 
How do we recreate Halloween into a hallowed evening? Simple.
First turn Halloween into a home based observance, or visit a few preplanned homes that offer the children fruit or treats that are healthy.
Alternatively, get together with a few other families to plan a real masquerade party.
A Real Masquerade

It is time for Halloween observance that is instructive and enjoyable. In fact, I am suggesting an intellectual ball. Ask adults to choose their hero, or favorite president or religious leader or person from the past and plan a costume they might have worn. While not formally a costume, you get the idea. Then, learn everything humanly possible about your persona and be that person at the ball. This year I might appear as Elijah the prophet and next year as President Thomas Jefferson. Your choices will all be very personal.  Customize. Your daughter might dress up as supergirl your son as superboy. Imagine: super girl meets Elijah! Just what will they talk about? Better yet, have a theme with scripts and assign parts.

Guessing everyone’s identity is part of the game.

This approach is not an innovation. Halloween was once All Saints Day.

Our rallying cry is “Off the streets and back in your home.” Beware the herds that haunt the night. Know where your children are. Use Facebook and social networking to meet with a few local neighbors in your home sanctuary. Diligently inspire your children to transform Halloween into a learning experience. 

The interactions will very according to the age group. Halloween becomes hallowed with preplanning and thoughtfulness. Keep your children off the streets. This is really a more hallowed plan. Let us know how it goes.
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