

What is our Temple all about?

On the Sabbath we great one another by saying; “Shabbat Shalom.”

“Peace of the Sabbath upon You.”

Do we need a Temple for this peace?  Subtleties abound. The Sabbath is a Temple in time and begins as a state of mind and transforms us when it becomes a state of being. This means everyone may become a temple shabbat shalom. Shabbat is a day of intimacy when every room of our homes is transformed into a sanctuary. In other words a temple is far more than a building with services we may or may not attend.

For me part of the shalom of Shabbat is time for reading. This coming Shabbat I will be rereading E.L.Doctorow’s novel City of God. The novel contains many clues about the future of our Temple.

Rabbis learn from the weekly reading of Torah portions that rereading creates classics. I do not presume that you read or reread so I will explain. After all, this is late springtime, and who would have thought to bring Doctorow to the beach to absorb the heat and illumination of the sun?

Listen, if our Temple was fictional, “The Temple of Evolutionary Judaism” would be a possible name and perceptive plagiarism. Since half of our congregation is not Jewish we need to discuss the “Judaism” part.

What type of Rabbi am i? I like to answer “Jewish”, or “under-constructionist, and wear a hard hat Yarmulka” for protection from all the “what-type” questions. The question, however, remains. What type of temple are we?

Let me add a few more questions:

What is the future of religion?
Will Judaism and Christianity reconcile?
Science and religion?
Politics and religion?
Evolutionary religion?
How do we create a life filled with inner meaning?
How are we to read and understand the truth claims of Scripture?
W.W.E.D.? What would Einstein (or Elijah) do?
Finally, Why is doupt essential for true religion? 
(See page 255 Sarah Blumenthal’s Address to the Conference of American studies in religion. City of God, E.L. Doctorow.)

We are Jews and Christians in our community but Jewish scientist and Christian scientists will never do as a description for obvious reasons.

In the end City of God is dedicated to a hero and heroine who run a synagogue on the Upper West side of Manhattan.

They are “vitally religious.”

How do we experience this vitality? Where?

Wherever a couple lights candles and sanctity’s the Sabbath a Temple in time is created. You are the leader in that Temple. As your rabbi my task is to give you a gift.

Remember, Temple Shabbat Shalom is also in your homes.

This idea may be even more novel than Doctorow’s wonderful book City of God.

Shabbat is for reading and rereading, for scripture, and novels, and conversation.
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